The Visit of Mr. Sean Kelly M.E.P.
On Friday 13th of January 2012 Mr. Sean Kelly M.E.P. visited Árdscoil Rís as part of classes 3 O’Casey and 3 Yeats’ CSPE Action Project.

Mr. O Kelly M.E.P. began his talk by explaining what the European Union was, how it began and what it did. He informed us that the EU focused primarily on two things:

Prosperity and Peace.

All students who attended the visit were fascinated to learn that the EU began life as The European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). It was established as a result of a treaty signed in Paris in the year 1951. This treaty was signed by France, Germany, Italy and the Benelux countries with a common goal of the free movement and access of production of coal and steel. This brought about a revolutionary change and resulted in a common market for coal and steel, economic growth, a rise in employment in Europe and growth in international trade, global business and modernization. As more countries joined the ECSC and other items were traded the name was changed to The European Economic Community. As the EEC began to focus on things outside the economy such as the environment its name changed again to the European Union (EU).

Mr. Kelly M.E.P. told us that there are currently twenty-seven members of the European Union and that Croatia would be the next to join subject to a referendum.

Mr. Kelly M.E.P.  is part of all three institutions of the EU: The European Parliament, The European Commission and The European Council. He explained to us that the reason for the EU meeting in Strasbourg as well as Brussels is that Strasbourg is right on the French/German border and is therefore a symbol of peace.

Mr. Kelly M.E.P. was extremely interesting and his visit was a very enjoyable and informative experience and was greatly appreciated by all in attendance. On behalf of all the students I would like to thank Mr. Kelly M.E.P for giving us his time.

Éamonn Courtney.

